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YRCAA Air Pollution Control Officer/Executive Director 

FOTC Concern 1: Since Dr. Hasan Tahat left the YRCAA in mid-January of 2025 the APCO 
duties have fallen entirely on the shoulders of the designated APCO, Marc Thornsbury, who 
is not an engineer and has no education or experience in air quality management other 
than 2 ½ years working as Executive Director for the YRCAA.  

Is Mr. Thornsbury qualified to perform the duties of APCO without advice and assistance 
from someone who has the qualifications? 

 

RCW 70A.15.2300 

Air pollution control authority control officer. 

Any activated authority which has adopted an ordinance, resolution, or valid rules and 
regulations as provided herein for the control and prevention of air pollution shall appoint a 
full time control officer, whose sole responsibility shall be to observe and enforce the 
provisions of this chapter and all orders, ordinances, resolutions, or rules and regulations 
of such activated authority pertaining to the control and prevention of air pollution. 

 

From a Whistleblower Letter to YRCAA Executive Director Marc Thornsbury and the Yakima 
County Prosecutor, dated May 10, 2024 

 

 

 

FOTC Concern 2: Due to high rates of staff turnover, is the YRCAA Executive Director 
performing lower level jobs and neglecting the higher level duties that are part of his 
duties? 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70A.15.2300
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Director Thornsbury fired the previous public records officer and took on those duties 
himself. He told the YRCAA Board in 2023 that he would take on the work of maintaining the 
YRCAA web site. With front office staff coming and going throughout 2024, Mr. Thornsbury 
said there were times when he was the only person in the office.  

 

According to YRCAA Administrative Code Part B, duties for the YRCAA Executive Director 
are: 

 

 

Consequently, the YRCAA ED is responsible for: 

• Setting Goals for FY 2025-26 which have not been posted. 
• Cooperating with Ecology’s work on Overburdened and Underserved Communities 

which has not been done. 
• Ensuring compliance with deficiencies identified in the 2025 audit of the YRCAA by the 

WA State Auditor’s Office. 
• Ensuring compliance with deficiencies identified in the 2024 Title V review of the YRCAA 

by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 
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